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ABSTRACT

The Play Aspect and the Environmental Protection Practices of 4-Year-Old 

preschoolers Shown in the Recyclable Material-used Play

Bang, Eun-Young

(Chongshin University Department of Industrial Education)

Youn, Yeo-Jin

(Yedasom Daycare Center) 

The purpose of this study is to explore the play aspect and the environmental protection practices 

of the 4-year-old preschoolers shown in the recyclable material-used play. To achieve this research 

objective, the action research was conducted from October 5, 2020 to November 27, 2020 in total of 

8 weeks. 22 preschoolers in the class of 4-year-old at the Y Child Care Center located in N-gu(Korean 

administrative unit district), Incheon city participated in this research.. The collected materials such as 

the teachers interview, the preschoolers interview, the recorded-transcription, and the researcher 

observation diary were used for the inductive analysis. The findings of the current research are as 

follows. First, the preschoolers’ play aspects in the recyclable material-used play were shown as 

‘Enjoying the recyclable material-used play activity itself,’ ‘Showing differences in the play patterns 

depending on the recycled product types,’ and ‘Approaching the recycled products through the prior 

experiences and imagination.’ Second, preschoolers’ environmental protection practices include 

‘Positively participating in the bank play while counting the value of recycling,’ ‘Enjoying making the 

playthings and the teaching tools out of recyclables and actively using them,’ ‘Sharing one’s available 

list of environmental protection practices.’ The findings of this study are expected to provide the 

applicability of recycled goods as a play material in the early childhood education institution. Also, the 

findings provide practical means to aid preschoolers’ play and early childhood environment education. 
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